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Ginger Lashley pled guilty today to eight counts of embezzlement.  Lashley began embezzling funds in January 2001 and continued to do so for the next eight years.  She took over $890,000 by virtue of her employment as an Accounts Payable Clerk in Jackson County.  

Judge Harkey sentenced her in Counts I – IV to ten years in the custody of the Mississippi Department of Corrections, five years to serve, followed by five years on Post Release Supervision.  In Counts V – VIII, she was sentenced to ten years in the custody of the Mississippi Department of Corrections, five years to serve, followed by five years on Post Release Supervision.  Counts V-VIII will run consecutive to Counts I – IV.  Ms. Lashley will have to serve her first sentence and then serve her second sentence, causing her to serve a total of 10 years followed by 10 years on Post Release Supervision.  She was ordered to pay restitution in the amount of $1,232,579.73 to Jackson County.

“My office has seen an increase in embezzlement cases over the last several years.  During these hard economic times, a lot of people are struggling to make ends meet.  The citizens of Jackson County deserve to know that their tax dollars are well spent and certainly not stolen” said Tony Lawrence, District Attorney.  
 “Ms. Lashley was first brought to court in September of 2010.  The quick resolution of this case resulted in justice and ensures that the taxpayers of Jackson County will not have to spend more money on litigating this case” said Cherie Wade, Assistant District Attorney.  “I commend the thorough investigation of the State Auditor’s office.  With their help, we were able to sort through hundreds of pages of documents related to this case and achieve justice within a relatively short time period.” 
