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OCEAN SPRINGS MAN SENTENCED TO PRISON FOR THIRTY YEARS

AFTER JURY CONVICTS HIM OF SEXUAL BATTERY OF MINOR

PASCAGOULA-  At 5:30 p.m. last night, a Jackson County jury returned a guilty verdict against Michael Anthony Fountain, 51, on all four counts of sexual battery of a minor.  The jury found he committed the acts between 2006 and 2008 in Ocean Springs.  After the conviction was read in court, Judge Dale Harkey sentenced Fountain to 30 years day-for-day in prison.  He will not be eligible for parole or early release and he will have to register as a sex offender for life.  “I am proud the jury considered the evidence and did the right thing.  This man targeted children in our community and I feel that justice was served,” said District Attorney Tony Lawrence.   
The jury was seated on Tuesday with the defense resting their case near lunch on Thursday.  The minor, who was nine years old at the time of the sexual assaults, testified on Tuesday and Fountain himself took the stand on Thursday morning.  The crimes occurred at Fountain’s house on Clark Avenue and came to light on January 22, 2008, when the victim reported abuse in another matter.  The subsequent Ocean Springs Police Department investigation led law enforcement to determine that Fountain sexually assaulted the minor.  Over the course of the investigation, the police obtained and served a search warrant on Fountain’s house.  Police recovered evidence that corroborated the victim’s statement of abuse.  Testimony at trial also revealed that Fountain had had an ongoing sexual relationship with another individual that began when she was a minor.
“The victims in this case were brave and courageous and should be commended.  Law enforcement did an excellent job investigating this case which had a lot of overlapping facts.  Their investigation gave us the tools to secure the conviction,” said Assistant District Attorney Angel Myers who tried the case along with Bobby Knochel.  
